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45TH CoNGRESS,} HOUSE Ol!' REPRESENTATIVES.
2d Soosion.

ELECTION OF DELEGATE

Fl~OM INDIA~-

{ REPORT
No. 95.

TERRITORY.

JA:s"UARY 22, 1878.-Recotnmitted to the Committee on Indian Aff<Lirs and ordered to
be printed.

Mr. THROCKMORTON, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted
the following

REPORT:
[To

acco~pany

bill H. R. 2687.]

The Oommittee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
979) to authorize the election of a Delegate to Oongress frO!n the Indian
:Territory, respectfully beg leave to submit the following report:
The bill proposes to allow representation in Congress to the inhabitants of the Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations of Indians. These nations are located in the Indian Territory,
and occupy reservations adjoining the States of Kansas, Missouri,
Arkansas, and Texas. The aggregate area of these reservations is
about eighteen millions of acres, comprising a territory somewhat larger
than the State of Alabama.
On the 13th day of November, we addressed a note to the honorable
Secretary of the Interior, requesting such statistical information respect·
ing the character of the population of these tribes as he might be able to furnish. We submit the letters of the Secretary and Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, with the table of statistics, as a part of this report:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, .
Washington, D. G., Novernber 15, 1877.
GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13t.h
instant, inclosing copy of H. R. 979, and requesting to be informed relative to the
number, character, and wealth of the Indian tribes which the bill proposes shall be
represented on the floor of Congress, together with such information respecting the
schools of said tribes as will assist you in an examination of the merits of the bill.
In reply, I transmit herewith copy of a report, dated this d:ly, from the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, and accompanying papers, which contain the latest and most reliable
information upon the subject in the possession of the Indian Office. H. R. 979 is hertlwith returned.
.
.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. SCHURZ, Secretary.
Ron. J. W. THROCKMORTON,
Ron. MARTIN I. ToWNSEND,
Subcommittee Indian Affairs, House of Representatives.
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNT~RIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, Novernber 15, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference for report, of a communication,_ dated the 13th instant, fr.om Hons. J. W. Throckmorton and Martin I.
Townsend, of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the House of Representatives, incloMing a copy of Honse bill 979, "to autlilorize the eleotion of a Delegate to Congress from
the Indian Territory," and requesting information relative to the.nnmbers, character,
wealth, and schools of the inhabitants of said Territory.
·
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In response thereto, I have the honor to submit herewith copy of a special report,
inclosing statistical tables, made November 8, lb77, by Agent Marston, of the Union
agency, which embodies the latest and most reliable information upon the subject now
in the possession of this office.
I respectfully return the letter and copy of resolution submitted by Messrs. Throckmorton and TowrisPnd.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HA.YT,
Con11nissioner.
The honorable the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,
Muskogee, Indian Territory, November E', 1877.
Sm: In compliance with department instructions in letter of May 19, 1877, I herewith transmit the stati~tics of the five tribes in Union agency. I have used my best
efforts to make as full a report as possible, and at the same time reliable. In doing
this it may be proper to state that immediately upon the receipt of the above instructions I addressed a written circular to several of the most enterprising and wellinformed men of each tribe, but only a comparatively few of them paid any attention
to my request. But from what returns I did secure, and from other sources of information, I have been able to furni,sh, at this late date, the inclosed compilation of statistics, which I think are in the main correct.
It is very difficult to obtain correct statistics of population and farming interests
a,mong these tribes, and the only way possible to do it would be to employ suitable
persons in each tribe for the purpose; and even then the effort would be attended with
many hinderances, specially the suspicion that it had reference to the opening up of the
Territory.
Very respectfully,
S. W. MARSTON,
United States Age11t.
Hon. E. A.. HAYT,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington,, D. C.
Statistics of Indian tribes in Union agency, Indian Territory, as nem· as can be es,timated
from census and papers in office of sa·i d agency.
CB;EROKEES.
Indians by blood .••••••••••••••.•••••••••••..••••.•••••••••••••••• 14,800
. White Indians by marriage ....................................... .
700
Black lndiaDJl by treaty ................. ~ ••••••••••••••••• : ...... .. · 3,500
CREEKS,
Indians by blood .................................... . ............ .
White Indians by marriage ................... . .................... .
Black Indians by treaty ..........................._................ .
CHOCTAWS.
IndianA by blood ..•••.• : •••.•••••.•••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••
White. Indians by marriage .•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
CHICKASAWS.
Indians by blood ................................................ ..
White Indians by marriage ....................................... .

19,000

11, 700
60
2,500

---14,700
1,300

1~,260

16,00(),

5,600
200
5, 8,00

SEMINOLES.
Indians by blood (census 1877) .•..•..••••...••••...•.••.•.•..•••.••
White Indian by adoption (census 1877) •••••••••••••••• ··'··· ·--~-
Black Indians by treaty (census 1877) .•.•••••.....•••••••..•• • •..•.

1,936
1
506
2,443

RECAPITULATION.
Cherokees •••• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 19, 000
Creeks...... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • ... • • •• •• • • • • • • 14, 260
Choctaws .••·••• • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • ... • • • • • • • • • • 16, ooo·.
Chicklitsaws .................................... . ...... ·••••••• ·.~ •••••·••• ~ .. 5,800
Seminoles • .: •••• ~ ....................._••••••••••• .-••••••••• ;•••• ~ ••••••••••• ~· 4~3
.._., .. ,

,.,1

_

Citizens, total number.~ ••••••••• , ....... '~ ..... ~.-. ·; ..- ~.~.~........... 57,503
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CHEROJ{EES.

Number of B"Chools .••••........ . ..........•...........•.. ....... ....•..•.
Number of scholars-Indians, whites, blacks-aggregate number .....•...••
Number of negroes who cannot speak English .•.•............•..•.•••••••
Number of Iudi~ns .who can read in English or Cherokee .•••••••• • ••.••••.
Number of negroes who can read •••••.. .•••.•.....•.•..• •••... .•••.••• .•
Cost of government :
·
Education ........•...•..•••.......•.••...••••••••••••. . ...••••• $79, 000
Executive, judicial, and legislative............................... tlO, 000
Number in tribe ...•.•••••.....••••••••••• : ...••••••••.•••.. -~·· ·· .••••••
Number of mixed bloods who talk English ..•.••..••••••••••.•••••.•••••••
Number of full bloods who talk English._•• -. .•• . •• .•.••• •...••• , .••.••••
Number of white citizens .•••••••..•••••.••••.•••••••••••••••.•.••••.....
N urn ber of negro citizens . •.•.••••..•••••..••.••••••••••• , •••••••••••••.•
Number of Indians who do not speak English .•••••••••••••.•...••..•••••.
Number of negroes emancipated by treaty of 1866 •••..•.•••••••••••.•.•.• .
Number of whites resident by permits United States .•••••.•••.••.•..•••••
Number of whites resident by permits Cherokee authority, have no know!. edge.

78
3,000
None.
14,500
800

$159,000
19,000
6,000
4,000
700
3,500
4,800
3,300
38

CREEKS.

Number of schools ..................................................... .
NumbPr of scholars-Indians, whites, blacks-aggregate number ••.•....•.
Number of negroes who cannot speak English ...•..•.••.••••••••••..•••••
Number of Indians who can read in English or Creek .•••..•••••••••••..•.
Number of negroes who can read . •••...•..••.•••••.••••••.•..•••.•••...•.
Cost of government:
Twenty-eight day-schools ..•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $12,000
"Two mission-schools ........................................... . 11,000
Pay members council. ..•....•... ·................. . ... ........... . 18,750
Pay judicial and 'execntive officers and expenses of judiciary .••••. 13,000
6,000
Pay delegates to Government of United States .•••••..••••••••••.•
3,500
Sending 18 boys to school in St:>tes ••••••.•••••.•••.•.•••••.•••••

---

Number in tribe . ........................... ....... ..................... .
Number of mixed bloods who t.alk English . ..... .............. .......... .
Number of full bloods who talk English ....... . .. .. .. ,, .... ........ ..... .
Number of white citizens .•••••.••••.•.•..••••.•.•••.•••.••••••••• ~ •.•••
Number of negro citizens ............................................... .
Number of Indians who do not speak English ..•.. _. ...... ......... ... ... .
Number of whites resident by permits of United States authority .•..••.•••
Number of neg,r oes emancipated by treaty of 1866 .. .. • .•••••....••.•••...•
Number of whites resident by permits Creek authority, have no knowledge.

28
3,000
None.
3,000
500

$64,250
14,260
1,200
5,000
60
2,500
5,500
76
2,500

CHOCTAWS,

Number of schools., .................................................... .
Nuwber of scholars-Indians, whites, blacks (none)-aggregate number ...•
Number of negroes who cannot speak English ........................... .
Number of Indians who ·c an read English, 5,000; in Choctaw, 5,000 ...•••••
Nnmher of lndianl! who can read both English and Choctaw ••••..•.•••.• .•
Cost of government:
Members of council.............................................. $7,000
Executive and judicial officers and expenses of judiciary .• • •. • ••• • 27,000
Education ••••.••••.•••••.••.••••••• ·• ••. . . . • . . . • . • • • • • • . . • • • • • . . 29, 000
Number in tribe ..•.• •..••.•..••...••....••..• •••••. .. ...•..•.........•. .
Number of mixed bloods who talk English . . • ••. .•• ••..•.... . .. •.••••..•••
Number of full bloods who talk English ...••....•...•.•.............•••••
Number of white citizens ...•.....•..........•.....•...•.••.....•••••...•
Number of Indians who do not ·speak English ..••••....••..•.•......•••. ·.
Number of negroes emancipated by treaty of 1866 ........................ .
Number of wllites resident by permits of Choctaw authority, have no knowledge.
Number of whites resident by permits of United States authority ..•• .•••••

*

Discon~inued

the only female school (exclusively) in nation.

56
1, 200
None.
10,000
7,000

$63,000
16,000
6,000
2,000
1,300
6,700
4,000

4t
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CHICKASAWS.

Number of schools ..........•.•.....•.........•..............••............
13
Number of scholars-Indians, 400; whites, none; blacks, none-aggregate
400
number'-······ ...•...•.•..••...............•.••....•...•..............•
Number of ne~roes who cannot speak English .......• .. ...............•.••• None.
Number of Indians who can read in English .... . .... ....................... .
2,500 '
Cost of government:
·
Executive and judicial officers •..•.•••...••••••.........•.•.•...... $20, 000
Legislative department...... . .....................................
1, 500
Education .•..•.. ,................................................ 21,000
- - $42,500
Number in tribe ........................ :....................... . ..........
5, 800
Number of mixed bloods who talk English..................................
2, 500
Number of full bloods who talk Englisll.... ........ .... .... .... ...... ......
500
Number of white citizens..................................................
200
Number of negro citizens ............................................ ·. ..... None.
Number of Indians who do not speak English......................... .... ..
2, 600
Number of negroes emancipated by treaty of 1866 .. ·. ..... .. .. .. .... .... .. .. .
2, 300
Number of whites resident by permits of United States .. ·........... ... ......
165
Number of whites resident by permits of Chickasaw authority, have no knowledge.
S~;MINOLES.
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Number of schools ........................................................ .
180
Numberofscbolars-,-Indians, 100; whites, none; blacks, 80-aggregatenumber.
Number of negroes who cannot speak Enjllisb ........ ... ...... . ........... .
None.
450
Number of ln{lians who can read in English or Seminole ........... . ....... .
Cost of government :
Legislative, executive, and judicial ........................... ' .... $11,200
Education .. . • • • .. .. . . .. .. . • . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. • . . . .. .. . .. . .. • . .. •. ..
2, 800
--$14,000
Number in tribe, per census of 1877 .. .. .. ... . .. . . .... .. ........ .... •. .. .. . .
2, 443
Number of mixed bloods who talk English...... . . • • •. . .. • . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . •
33
Number of full bloods who talk English........ . . ....... ...................
6
NumLer of white citizens.. ... .............................................
1
Number of whites resident by permits of Seminole authorit:y ..... . ... . .. ... . .
35
Number of whites resident by permits of United States authority............
6

Statistics of Seguoyah Dist1·ict, Cherokee Nation.
·Indians who talk Cherokee only ................ ·............................
Indians who talk both Cherokee and English...............................
Indians who talk English only ....................................... _......
Indians of mixed blood .. . • . • .. .. . .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. • • . .. .. .. . .. • .. . .. • . .
Indians of full blood .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . . .. .. • .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. • .. • .. .. .. . . .. ..
White Indian citizens-42 male, 20 female .. ................................
Negro citizens ...... ...... .. .... . ... .. ...... .. . ... ...... .... .... . ... ..... .
'Vbi:tes, intruders, 42; women and children 150, not reported.......... . . . . . •
Negro intruders, 26; women and children SO, not reported...................
·Citizens of United States, resident by permit of Cherokee authority: Men 50 ;
their families, women and children, 200........ .... . ... . .... . . .. ...... ....
The Watts family, who have made proof of being Cherokees, but not yet admitted to rights, number .... .... ...... .... .... .... .... .. .... ... . .. . ......

500
500
200
700
500
62
100
1l)2
106
250
12

They raise and have 50 bales cotton, 500 pounds each, making $2,500; 4,000 bushels
oats, $1,200; 200 gallons sor~bum, $100; 100 bead cattle, $1,000 ;· 30 head horses and
mules, $2,250; 400 head sheep, $800; 150 bead goats, $150; 8 wagons $480; 200 bogs
over one year old, 300 bogs under one year old, $2,000; m·a king a total of $10,480; with
500 acres of land in cultivation.
FULL·BLOOD CHEROKEES.

One hundred farms in cultivation, 1,500 acres; in corn BOO acres, average 30 buRbels per
acre; in cotton 300 acres, average 300 pounds per acre, ginned; in wheat 300 acres,
average 15 bnsbels per acre; in oats 100 acres, average 20 bushels per acre; 500 bead
cattle, :{00 bead horses and mules, 300 bead sheep, 200 b.ead goats, bOO head hogs over
one year old, 1,200 bead bogs nuder one year old, 1 horse grist-mill, 4,000 bushels
potatoes both Irish aud sweet, 3,000 pounds tobacco, 1,000 bushels fruit, 1,000 bushels
turnips, $~,000 worth of fur-skins sold annually, $2,000 worth of peltries,and dry bides,
500 bushels pecans, 50 bushels berries, all kinds.
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MIXED-BLOOD CHEROKEES.

One hundred and fifty farms, cont~ining 3,000 acres; .2.000 acres in corn, average
yield 30 bushels per acre; 500 acres m wheat, average Yi~ld 15 bushels per ac~e ; ;wo
acres in oats, average yield 20 bushels per acre; 300 acres m cotton, average y1eld .~00
pounds (ginned) per acre; 1,500 head cattle; 500 horses and mules; 800 sheep; 300
goats. 1 000 boo-s over one year old; 1,500 hogs under one year old; 1 steam saw-mill;
7 000 hu~hels pc;'tatoes; 4,500 pounds tobacco; 8,000 bushels fruit; 750 bushels turnips;
.$l 500 worth of peltries; $2,000 worth of small furs; $1,000 worth of dry hides; 500
odshels pecans ; 25 bushels berries, of all kinds.
WHITE CHEROKEE CITIZENS,

Forty farms, 12;000 acres cultiv>ttefl; 600 acres corn, average yield 30 bushels per
acre · 300 acres wheat, average yield 15 bushels per a<Jre; 100 acres oats, average yield
20 b~shels per acre; 200 acres cotton, average yield 300 pounds (ginned) per acre; 2,000
bushels fruit; 2,000 bushels potatoes; 400 bushels turnips; 400 head catt.le; 300 head
horses and mules; 500 bead sheep; 150 head goats; 400 head of hogs over one year
old; 800 bead bogs under one year old; 1,500 pounds tobacco; 1 steam grist-mill. ·
There are nine districts in the Cherokee Nation. This district is probably over au
average in some things, and under it in others. Had there been funds in this office to
have paid persons a fair compensation for services, statistics might have beeu obtained
from every district; but, as there were none, statistics could not be obtained.

It will be observed that these statistics do not include the number of
white mt?n with their fa.milies employed on the railroads in this Territory, nor the number employed by the Indians of the tribes upon their
farms, by the permission of the local Indian authorities, with the exception of one district. Neither is there any estimrtte of the amount of
property owned by the railroads, their employes, and their laborers employed by the Indians.
The Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad crosses the · Kansas line
into the Indian 1'erritory, and passes through the reservations of the
Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations into Texas, a distance of about two hundred and fifty miles.
The Saint Louis and San Francisco Railroad enters the Territory
from Southwest Missouri, and is completed to Vinita, in the Cherokee
Nation, a distance of about fort.y miles.
Altogether there are about two hundred and seventy.five miles of
railroad completed within the limits of the five civilized nations, which
employ in the aggregate several hundred men, who with their families
must increase the population in these five tribes about twelve hundred.
It is known that under the law and customs of these nations white
men are allowed to work upon the farms of the Indians nuder certain
regulations made by the tribal authorities; the number of such white
laborers mu!<t amount tQ several thousands, so that the total resident
population of the live tribes may safely be reckoned at more than sixty
thousand, divided as near as our imperfect statistics will justify, as.
follows:
·
Indians by blood :
.
Cherokees .• _•• _ ..... _ •••••.. _•• _______ . ____ . ___ . ____ . _•••.. ____ • __ __
Creeks_. __ ---· __ .. __ .••••. ·----··-·-····--··- · ---·_-··· ...... ·· · --- ••
Choctaws_.·-·· .. -·-· .. __ -· ______ ·- .. __ -· .. -· ____________ •... __ ......
Chickasaws··-····-_·---· - ··-·-·· ••.. ·- __ -· _____ .··-· ............ ____
Seminoles ____ ••. ·-- _____ -···-· ___ .--·· ____ -·····-· .... _•••. ___ -··-___

14, 800
11 , 700
14,700
5, 600
1, 936

Total number of Indians by blood. _____ .. ____ --·· ____ .. __ --··----· 48,736

There are white citizens of the United States who are members of
the several nations by reason of marriage or adoption :

: : : : : : : : : : : : : :~:: : : : : : : : : :

±~~~i
!~: g!~~~:::~ :~ :~ :~::
!~~~~ ~~: ~~:i~~~::s
g

-- ·- ·· -- -· -- ·-- ----------- ·- -· -·- .. __-· ___ _____ -· __ __
. --- ·-- -------- .. -- ·- ·- -- •. -· -- -- -- -· -- -·- ·-- ·- -- .. ·- --

1,

:~g
200
1

Total number of white members of the tribes •... __ ·-··-- .. __ -· ________ 2,261
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In the treaties with the Cherokees, Creeks, and Seminoles, made in
1866, the negroes who bad before that date been slaves of those Indians
were made citizens of the several tribes. There appears to be among
these three tribes 6,506 negroes, who are members and citizens of the
nation, and at the same time citizens of the United Srates. They are distributed as follows:
Negroes among the Cherokees . ................................................ 3, 500
Negroes among the Creeks ............................................ . . --:·· 2,500
Negroes among the Seminoles . .. ••• .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. • .. .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . • .. ..
506
Negro Indians, total number ................................................. 6, 506
White Indians, total number . ........................ ... ..................... 2, 261
Total number of whites and negroes who are members of the three tribes .. 8, 767

The Choctaws arid Chickasaws owned quite as many slaves as the
Cherokees and Creeks; but, though these Indians agreed in their treaty
of 1866 that slavery should no longer exist among· them, they did not
adopt their former slaves as members and citizens of their tribes. We
should estimate the number of negroes in the Choctaw and Chickasaw
nations, who are allowed by the treaty of 1866 to reside in those nations,
but who are not members of the same, about 5,000, which is 1,000 less
than is officially reported to be members of tlle Cherokee and Creek
nations.
To recapitulate the number and classes of the residents in the five
civilized tribes, we find there are:
Indians by blood ........................................................... 48, 736
White and negro members of the tribes...................................... 8, 767
Negroes, not members of the Chickasaw and Choctaw nations................ 5, 000
Railroad employes.......................................................... 1, 200
Other white residents of the five civilized nations .................... :.. . .... 5, 000
68,703

We observe from the statistics referred to that there are 21,962 Indian
among the five nations who do not speak English, while the rest of the
population speak and most <:if them read the English language. These
latter number 46,741. This is a much larger English-speaking population than resided in any of the organized territories in 1870, with the
exception of the Territory of Utah: 86,786, and New Mexico, 91,874.
The other Territories, according to the census report of 1870, numbered as follows:
The Territory of Washington ...................................._...........
The Territory of Montana .......... ----"· ..................................
The Territory of Idaho ............................ . ........................
The Territory of Dakota .-..................................................
The Territory of Arizona ..................... ·............. .. .... .. .. . .. ... .
The Territory of Wyoming .................................................

23,955
20,595
14, 999
14,181
9, 658
9,118

Allowing for an increase of population in all these Territories, it is
not probable that any of them exceed in unmbers or wealth at this
date the five civilized tribes who will be granted repre~ntation in Congress under this bill. Each of these five uations, with possibly the
Seminoles, haYe a regularly-organized form of government, with written
constitutions and codes of laws; they have their legislatures, called
by some "councils," composed of an upper and lower house, tlle members of which are elected every two years from the various districts or
counties into which the natious are divided. These governments are
supported in great part from the interest on their funds, which are held
in trust for them by the United States.
The United States hold in trust for the Cherokees about $2,500,000.
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Of the interest on this amount they expend for purposes of education
the sum of $79,000; and for executive, judicial, and legislative purposes,
$80,000; total, $159,000. They Lave 78 schools and 3,000 pupils. The
pay of the Cherokee delegates we suppose is included in the executive
and legislative account.
.
The Creeks have 28 public schools and two mission schooJs, costing
$23,000, with 1,200 pupils. They pay the members of their council per
annum the sum of $18,750; to their judiciary, $13,000; delegates to
Washington, $6,000; sending 18 boys to schools in the States, $3,500;
mission schools, $23,000; total expenses of the Creek Nation, $64,250.
The Chickasaws have 13 public schools with 400 pupils, costing the
sum of $21,000; they pay their executive and judiciary $20,000; and
their legislative department, $1,500; total, $42,500.
The Choctaws have 56 schools with 1,200 pupils, costing $29,000; they
pay their council $7,000, and their executive and judiciary $::!9,000;
total, $65,000.
The Seminoles have 5 Rchools with an attendance of 180, for w~ich
they pay the sum of $2,800; tbe cost of their government is $11,200;
total, $14,000.
On the 3d day of March, 18771 a written report was made to the House
by the Bon. Mr. Seelye, a member of the Committee on Iudiari Affairs,
in relation to the formation of a territorial government for said tribes.
Among other valuable information to be found in that report, the following extract is selected to show something of the cost the Indians are
constrained to incur in order to have their affairs properly understood
at the seat of government. The extract says:
It also appears that an expenditure which sometimes reaehes $25,000 a year is made
by this (the Cherokee) nation in the support of delegates at Washington. This large
amount is expended by the Cherokee Nation alone, and do(ls not include the money
expended by the other four nations which maintain delegates at Washington every
year.
~~

It must be plain to every one that a single Delegate, chosen from the
members of these tr~bes, upon the floor of Congress, would have a great
deal more official influence than the combined delegations they are in
the habit of sending, and that many thousand dollars would be saved
to the tribes every year.
We are reliably informed that the Chickasaws have at the present
time (1. delegation of three persons. A delegation of four has been appointed by the Creek council, while the Cherokees, Choctaws, and Sem. inoles will each send as large a delegation, making a delegation of nineto represent 58,000 people at Washington.
We think we have demonstrated that, as far as population, wealth,
an.d intelligence go, these five civilized tribes of Indians should be
allowed a Delegate in Congress; but, in addition to all this, there are
special treaty stipulations with some of these tribes looking to the
very legislation which this bill provides. ·
Article 9 of the treaty made with the Cherokees in 1785 reads as
follows:
That the Indians may have full confidence in the justice of the United States respecting their interests, they shall have the right to send a ileputy of their choice,
whenever they think fit, to Congress.

Article 7 of the Cherokee treaty of 1835 reads as follows:
The Cherokee Nation having already made great progress in civilization, and deeming it important that every proper and laudable inducement should be offered. to their
people to improve their condition, as well as to guard and secure in the most eft"ectual
manner the rights guaranteed to them in this treaty, and with a v~ew to illustrate the
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liberal and enlarged policy of the Government of the United States towards the
Indians in their removal beyond the territorial limits of the States, it is stipnlated
that they shall be entitled to a Delegate in the Honse of Representatives of the United
States whenever Congress shall make provision for the sam<'.
.

Article 8 of the Choctaw and Chickasaw treaty of. 1866 provides for
the assembling of a legislature in the Indian 'ferritory, which has been
known as ''the grand council.'' Congress for several years appropriated
money to pay the members of this legislature or council; but as Congress neglected to provide for the other branches of a government,
which seemed to be necessary to make the legislature of utility, no appropriation bas been made for a year or two, and in consequence the
council bas not convened. It is provided in the ninth section of said
eighth articlt> t.bat "Whenever Congress shall authorize the appointment of a Delegate from said Territory, it shall be the province of said
council to elect one from among the nations represented in said
council."
We do not find any special stipulation of treaty providing for a Delegate to Congress from the Creek or Seminole Nations, but, situated as
they are, between the Cnocta:ws and Cherokees, it seems eminently
proper that they should be allowed a voice in the selection of the
Delegate. which has been solen;lllly promised by treaty to the Choctaws,
Chickasaws, and Cherokees.
We think that it is time that the promise made to the Cherokees
forty-two years ago, and to the Choctaws and Chickasaws eleYen years
ago, should be carried out by Congress.
We believe that the advancement made by these tribes in civilization,
their progress in all that tends to elevate a people~ and the good that
will result to them in the future jqstify and require this action on the
part of the government.
.
Your committee, therefore, report a substitute for the l>ill, which contains the main fea.tnres of th3 bill referred, bat which goes more into
detail as to future elections of the Delegate, and recommend its passage.
0

.;

